Mayor’s Moment:

            I hope that you all had a very enjoyable Holiday Season and are starting to settle in with the beginning of another year.  As it always seems to happen, we will all too soon be talking about Fourth of July activities?!  Numerous folks have questioned how time goes by so quickly!
            Let’s take a moment to review 2011 in a mini “State of Norwalk” summation.  There were lots of good things that happened this past year and I truly believe that we are poised for lots of growth activity in the very near future.  The fact that we were able to keep Capital City Fruit in Norwalk was a huge step in defining what our commitment is to commercial development.  With the completion of Colonial Parkway extension and utility services established there; we have had several inquiries about options available in Norwalk.  What is obvious, but needs to be “reiterated” every so often is that we are located near the intersection of two major Interstates, an International Airport that has a UPS hub and a four lane “by-pass” on the south and east sides of Des Moines.  When you combine that with the land we have available for development, we have the “right stuff” that businesses are looking for.

            Other significant accomplishments include:  Completion of the Public Works Facility (a joint project with the school system); completion of the City Hall Renovation; completion of the SE Trunk Sewer Project; completion of the Orchard Hills Drainage Stabilization Project; completion of the North Avenue Water Main extension; started an update to our Comprehensive Plan and made the decision to move forward with the Public Safety Communications Project with Westcom that will allow us to be compliant with the federal mandate to “narrowband” by December 31st, 2012.

            The City Staff put forth a lot of effort to provide the Council with the information they needed to make the decisions that allowed all of the above to happen.  As we all have made resolutions for 2012, I can assure you that the Council, Staff and myself are going to be working just as hard as we did last year to continue to make Norwalk a great place to live!

                                                                                                            Mayor Doug Pierce

  

